Ad Hoc Committee Charter: Little Free Libraries

Purpose

The Ad Hoc Committee on Little Free Libraries (“the Committee”) is established to research, evaluate,
and propose potential guidelines that would allow for the installation and maintenance of Little Free
Libraries within the Montclair community.

Currently, the MPOA architectural guidelines do not address or permit this type of structure. The
committee’s purpose is to assess feasibility, explore best practices, and develop recommendations on
whether Little Free Libraries should be considered approvable within the community. If deemed
appropriate, the committee will outline parameters to ensure that any future Little Free Libraries can be
implemented in a way that aligns with the community’s aesthetic standards, values, and governing
documents.

Objectives
1. Research feasibility:
o Review examples and policies from other HOAs and municipalities regarding Little Free
Libraries.
o Identify potential considerations such as design, placement, safety, and maintenance.
2. Engage community perspectives:
o Gather resident input to understand interest levels and concerns.
o Ensure proposed parameters reflect community values and uphold neighborhood
aesthetics.
3. Develop draft parameters:
o Propose clear, fair, and enforceable guidelines that could be incorporated into MPOA
standards.
o Address approval processes, location restrictions, materials, maintenance responsibilities,
and removal procedures if necessary.

4. Prepare a summary report:

o Compile findings and recommendations for review by the MPOA Board of Directors.
o Provide supporting rationale and sample language for potential adoption.




Membership

e The Committee shall consist of volunteer residents appointed by the Board of Directors.
e The MPOA president will designate one member to serve as Committee Chair.
e The MPOA president will designate a board liaison
e Members should reflect a diversity of perspectives and a shared interest in community
engagement and enhancement.
Duration
e The Committee is temporary and will remain active until it presents its recommendations to the
Board or until dissolved by the Board.
e [t is anticipated that the Committee’s work will be completed within 10 months of formation,
unless extended by the Board.
Authority
e The Committee serves in an advisory capacity only and has no independent authority to approve
or implement changes.
e All recommendations will be submitted to the MPOA Board of Directors for review and potential
action.
Deliverables
e A written summary of findings, feasibility considerations, and proposed parameters.
e Optional supporting materials such as visual examples, cost considerations, or sample designs.

Expected Outcome

By completing this work, the Committee will equip the MPOA Board with the information and
recommendations needed to decide whether Little Free Libraries should be considered approvable within
the community. If so, the Committee’s guidance will help outline how they could be incorporated in a way
that aligns with established guidelines and community standards.



